
ST JOHN’S CATHOLIC PARISH 
52 Yarra Street  

HEIDELBERG 

18TH / 19TH APRIL 2020, SECOND SUNDAY OF EASTER, YEAR A 
Dear Parishioners, Friends and Visitors, 

 We continue celebrating Easter. The Church celebrates this great event over eight days in the Easter 
Octave which concludes this Sunday. This COVID Easter has been different to any other Easter we have 
celebrated before. While we have been through the ritual celebrations, these seemed to be devoid of any life. 
For myself, having to celebrate on my own, surrounded by a only very small group of people, felt extremely 
strange. It is difficult to celebrate life without the family gathered around us.  

 As has been said many times, it is only our Church buildings that have been closed down, not our 
Church. The Church, the People of God, the Body of Christ is very active in our families and in our homes. 
Many have found new ways how to celebrate this Easter.  

 Perhaps this Easter was very similar to the way the apostles and the first Christians celebrated Easter. 
We are told that on the day of the resurrection, the first Easter Sunday, the disciples were locked away in a 
room, afraid of the people outside. They were still ‘in the dark’ and could not understand what was 
happening. Today, once again, we are locked away in our homes; we too are afraid and protecting ourselves 
from a very highly contagious virus that has taken over our world. Our advantage is that we are no longer in 
the dark, we do have faith! 

 Like the first Christians we cannot celebrate this year; perhaps like them too, we cannot understand 
what is happening around us, probably we too are afraid. The good news that we share in this period of Easter 
is that Jesus stood among his apostles even when they were locked away in the darkness of the room. Nothing 
can stop God from entering our lives. We can put up barriers and lock our doors, but God can reach in through 
our locked doors and our fortresses. God is always with us, even 
COVID cannot stop God! 

 At this time the apostles came to understand what the 
resurrection really was, embraced it and let it change the way they 
saw things happen around them. For us this COVID Easter is also a 
time to reflect about who we really are and the meaning of the good 
news in our life. Some have learnt to reach out to those who are in 
need. I strongly encourage you all to continue listening to the needs 
of friends and neighbours and, if you know someone who we, as 
parish office, can reach out to, please let us know.  

 At this time we can perhaps ask: where does God really live 
today? God lives in our heart and in our sisters and brothers, 
especially the poor and needy and those who require our assistance. 
How can I get to know God more at this time? How do I grow to 
recognise God in my daily life? 

Mario mssp 

We acknowledge the traditional owners and custodians of the land on which our parish stands, the 
Wurundjeri-Balluk clan of the Woi wurrung people in the Kulin Nation. We respectfully recognise elders, both 

past and present, and join in a silent prayer for healing of the pains caused by our ancestors. 
 

Central to the mission of St John’s Parish is an unequivocal commitment to fostering the dignity, self-esteem 
and integrity of children and young people and providing them with a safe, supportive and enriching 

environment to develop spiritually, physically, intellectually, emotionally and socially. 

Parish Rose Garden: Our parish is 
proud to have a very nice rose garden 
that is enjoyed by us as a parish and 
by many visitors. In order for this rose 
garden to keep flowering regularly, it 
needs the commitment of one hour 
each week, during the flowering 
season, to remove the dead roses. 
The parishioner who used to keep our 
roses going is leaving the parish and 
needs to be replaced. It would be 
great if we could have a number of 
parishioners who can take on this 
weekly ministry. Anyone interested 
please contact the parish office for 
more information. Thank you.  

 



PARISH PRAYER 
Heavenly Father, we the parishioners of St John’s are grateful for all we have 
received from the men, women and children of our past. Help us to cherish 
and maintain our parish heritage. Most of all, enable us to be people who 
welcome the stranger, the needy, the sick and the lonely. Like St John, our 

patron saint, may we be people who love others, as your Son Jesus, asked us 
to do. We make this prayer, through Christ our Lord.  Amen. 

Please Remember in your prayers 
Recently  Baptised: Charlie De Petro. 

The Sick: Sally Hodgson, Alan Castles, James Artinopoulos, Doreen  Booth, 
Charles Garraid, Giovanni Mirabella, Vita Nativo, Matais Navajas, Brett Ralph, 
Naoise Wheeler, Mary-Teresa Wright. 
Recently Deceased: Ken Fisher. 

Names on the sick list remain for six weeks, unless otherwise advised.  

Please submit any items for the newsletter, including sick, recently deceased and 
anniversaries, by Thursday morning. 

Parish Priest: Fr Mario Zammit mssp 
Parish Secretary: Mary Peeris 
Parish Pastoral Council  
Chair: Michelle Robertson 
Council members:  
Domenica Ashworth;  
Timothy Boyle 
Margaret Bradley 
Adrian Daly 
Moira Di Cesare 
Karen Frost 
Russell Lew-Kee 
Safeguarding Committee Chair:  
Michelle Penson (0499 891 101) 
Parish Programme Coordinators: 
Jan McCaffrey (0423 478 504)  
Elizabeth Williamson (0447195553) 
Parish office:  
52 Yarra Street Heidelberg 3084 
t: 9457 1066 
e: heidelberg@cam.org.au 
w: cam.org.au/heidelberg 
Facebook.com/stjohnheidelberg 
Instagram.com/stjohn.heidelberg 
Office Hours: 
Mo, Tu, Th, Fr; 9:30am to 2:30pm 
Mass Times:  
Weekend: Saturday: 6:00pm  
Sunday: 8:30am, 10:30am, 5:00pm 
Austin Hospital:  
3rd Sunday of the Month at 9:30am 
Weekdays: 9:15am 
Reconciliation (Confession):  
Saturdays at 9:45am & 5:30pm  
or by appointment 
Baptisms: Sundays at 11:45am, by 
appointment 
Baptism Information Evening:  
Last Thursday of each month at 
7:30pm in the parish house, except 
Dec and Jan 
Weddings: By appointment 
First Reconciliation, 
First Communion, Confirmation: 
Parish Secretary (9457 1066) 
Rosary: Monday to Saturday after 
morning Mass 
Exposition of the Blessed Sacrament: 
Wednesday: 7:30pm - 9:00pm;  
Thursday: 9:40am - 11:00am,  
Friday: 8:00am - 9:00am 
Lectio Divina: Every second and 
fourth Monday of the month at 
7:00pm, in the parish house 
Legion of Mary: Every Tuesday 
night at 7:00pm in the parish house;  
contact Sue 9459 8604 
Parish Pilgrim statue of Mary:  
To have the statue of Mary in your 
home for one week contact Marj 
McBroom m: 0414 289 304 
St John’s Catholic Parish Primary: 
Principal: Maureen Stella  
55 Cape St Heidelberg 3084 
t: 9459 2963;  
office@sjheidelberg.catholic.edu.au 
Hall Hire: 
Contact parish office during hours.  

Gloria: Glory to God in the highest, 
and on earth peace to people of 
good will. We praise you, we bless 
you, we adore you, we glorify you, 
we give you thanks for your great 
glory, Lord God, heavenly King, O 
God, almighty Father. Lord Jesus 
Christ, Only Begotten Son, Lord God, 
Lamb of God, Son of the Father, you 
take away the sins of the world, have 
mercy on us; you take away the sins 
of the world, receive our prayer; you 
are seated at the right hand of the 
Father, have mercy on us. For you 
alone are the Holy One, you alone 
are the Lord, you alone are the Most 
High, Jesus Christ, with the Holy 
Spirit, in the glory of God the Father. 
Amen. 

Profession of Faith: I believe in God, 
the Father almighty, Creator of 
heaven and earth, and in Jesus 
Christ, his only Son, our Lord, who 
was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 
born of the Virgin Mary, suffered 
under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, 
died and was buried; he descended 
into hell; on the third day he rose 
again from the dead; he ascended 
into heaven, and is seated at the 
right hand of God the Father 
almighty; from there he will come to 
judge the living and the dead. I 
believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy 
catholic Church, the communion of 
saints, the forgiveness of sins, the 
resurrection of the body, and life 
everlasting. Amen. 

Spiritual Communion Prayer: My 
Jesus, I believe that You are present 
in the Most Holy Sacrament. I love 
You above all things, and I desire to 
receive You into my soul. Since I 
cannot at this moment receive You 
sacramentally, come at least 
spiritually into my heart. I embrace 
You as if You were already there and 
unite myself wholly to You. Never 
permit me to be separated from You. 
Amen. 

Prayer to St Joseph: You were 
receptive to God working in your life. 
Help us by your prayers at this time 
of trial. You kept Jesus and Mary 
under your watchful care: may your 
prayers assist our local Church to 
respond to those in need. You taught 
the Christ Child your trade and 
prayers: help us to follow his 
example of love. You were part of 
God’s plan for all humanity: assist us 
to be vigilant and responsible this 
day. You spent your life in service: 
may we be mindful of others, 
particularly the elderly and 
vulnerable, caring for them in these 
difficult days. You trusted in the clear 
primacy of God over all history and 
every situation: help us to grow in 
faith and pray to the Father, Thy will 
be done. 

For Daily prayer you can visit:  

https://www.pray.com.au/ 

Happy 60th Wedding Anniversary: Bill & Barbara Barnes. 



    

     

     

     

     

     

    

     

     

     

     

     

     

Counters  

  

  HEIDELCARE : CANCELLED 

     

     

Thank you for supporting St John’s financially. Please advise if your credit card is lost/stolen or the expiry date has changed. 

Church Donations: A number of parishioners have 
generously asked how they could continue to support 
the parish and myself even at this time of physical 
isolation. We understand that some may have lost 
their job and are struggling to make ends meet. We 
appreciate your struggles and pray for you and your 
families. You can still support the work of the parish 
through your prayers. Some parishioners have chosen 
to drive by and drop off their thanksgiving envelopes 
in the chute at the front door of the parish house. 
Others have mailed us their contribution by cheque. 
Thank you to all these—kindly indicate the purpose of 
your donation, parish or priest support, and if you 
have an envelope number please quote the number 
on an accompanying note. You can also donate by 
direct debit to our parish bank account. Account 
name: St John’s Catholic Parish, BSB: 633 000 Account 

Number: 138400957. Kindly indicate your 
thanksgiving number and parish or presby in the 
reference section. If you do not have a thanksgiving 
number please include your family name. You can also 
use the facility on the parish web page, bottom left 
hand side, or on the parish Facebook page. Please use 
the comments section to include your details. All your 
contributions are greatly appreciated. This helps us 
continue meeting our financial commitment. Thanks! 

Kardia Formation: at this time of COVID physical 
isolation, Kardia is offering the possibility of a six-day 
retreat at home from 3rd to 9th May, or the Full 
Spiritual Exercises from home, over a period of 90 
days. These retreats take place from home, and 
meetings with the spiritual directors happen over the 
internet through a program called Zoom. If you are 
interested in participating in any of these retreats 
please write to: enquiries@kardia.com.au to discuss 
these options further. This is a good opportunity for 
spiritual growth. 

Project Compassion, Let’s Go Further, Together: 

Some of us may not be able to hand in our Project 
Compassion boxes, envelopes or cash, to the 

parish. Here are some options that may help you. 

Online: Please count the cash in your boxes and 
envelopes, go online at ‘lent.caritas.org.au,’ 

securely donate using your credit card.  

By cheque: to Caritas Australia, GPO Box 9830, 

Sydney NSW 2001 

Online cash transfer: either through your online 

banking or at a bank branch. Banking details: BSB 

062 217 A/C NO 1007 2446 A/C Name – Caritas 
Australia. Use your surname followed by PC as a 

reference.   

At St John’s parish: you can also drop off your 
contribution to St John’s and we will forward it in 

your name.  

If you can’t leave home: you can call Caritas 

Australia on 1800 024 413 and let them know, or 
contact the parish and we will arrange a pick up for 

you. Thank you for your generosity.  

‘Not all of us can do great things. But we can do 
small things, with great love.’ Saint Teresa of 

Calcutta. 

COVID Church Services at St John’s: We will 

continue to offer Church services on our Facebook 
page: facebook.com/stjohnheidelberg. As this is a 

public page anyone can follow these services, even 
without a personal Facebook profile. Live 

streaming: Mass at 9:15am on Monday, Tuesday, 

Thursday, Friday and Saturday; Rosary and 
adoration at 5:00pm on Sunday, Monday, Thursday 

and Friday; Saturday evening: Rosary and adoration 
at 5:30pm followed by Vigil Mass at 6:00pm; 

Sunday: Mass at 8:30am. Please join us in prayer. 



First Reading  Acts of the Apostles 2:42-47 

 The whole community remained faithful to the teaching 
of the apostles, to the brotherhood, to the breaking of 
bread and to the prayers. 

 The many miracles and signs worked through the 
apostles made a deep impression on everyone. 

 The faithful all lived together and owned everything in 
common; they sold their goods and possessions and 
shared out the proceeds among themselves according to 
what each one needed. 

 They went as a body to the Temple every day but met in 
their houses for the breaking of bread; they shared their 
food gladly and generously; they praised God and were 
looked up to by everyone. Day by day the Lord added to 
their community those destined to be saved. 
 

Responsorial Psalm  Psalm 117:2-4. 13-15. 22-24 
Together: Give thanks to the Lord for he is good, his love 
is everlasting. 
 

Left side 
Let the sons of Israel say: ‘His love has no end.’ 
Let the sons of Aaron say: ‘His love has no end.’ 
Let those who fear the Lord say: 'His love has no end.'  
 

Right side  
I was thrust, thrust down and falling  
but the Lord was my helper. 
The Lord is my strength and my song; he was my saviour. 
There are shouts of joy and victory in the tents of the just.   
 

Left side  
The stone which the builders rejected  
has become the corner stone. 
This is the work of the Lord, a marvel in our eyes. 
This day was made by the Lord; we rejoice and are glad.  
 

Together: Give thanks to the Lord for he is good, his love 
is everlasting. 
 

Second Reading  1 Peter 1:3-9 

 Blessed be God the Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, who 
in his great mercy has given us a new birth as his sons, by 
raising Jesus Christ from the dead, so that we have a sure 
hope and the promise of an inheritance that can never be 
spoilt or soiled and never fade away, because it is being 
kept for you in the heavens. Through your faith, God’s 
power will guard you until the salvation which has been 
prepared is revealed at the end of time. This is a cause of 
great joy for you, even though you may for a short time 
have to bear being plagued by all sorts of trials; so that, 
when Jesus Christ is revealed, your faith will have been 
tested and proved like gold – only it is more precious than 
gold, which is corruptible even though it bears testing by 
fire – and then you will have praise and glory and honour. 
You did not see him, yet you love him; and still without 
seeing him, you are already filled with a joy so glorious 
that it cannot be described, because you believe; and you 
are sure of the end to which your faith looks forward, that 
is, the salvation of your souls. 
 

Gospel Acclamation 
Alleluia, alleluia!  
You believe in me, Thomas, because you have seen me; 
happy those who have not seen me, but still believe! 
Alleluia!  

Gospel  John 20:19-31 

 In the evening of that same day, the first day of the 
week, the doors were closed in the room where the 
disciples were, for fear of the Jews. Jesus came and stood 
among them. He said to them, ‘Peace be with you,’ and 
showed them his hands and his side. The disciples were 
filled with joy when they saw the Lord, and he said to them 
again, ‘Peace be with you. ‘As the Father sent me, so am I 
sending you.’ 

 After saying this he breathed on them and said: ‘Receive 
the Holy Spirit. For those whose sins you forgive, they are 
forgiven; for those whose sins you retain, they are 
retained.’ 

 Thomas, called the Twin, who was one of the Twelve, 
was not with them when Jesus came. When the disciples 
said, ‘We have seen the Lord’, he answered, ‘Unless I see 
the holes that the nails made in his hands and can put my 
finger into the holes they made, and unless I can put my 
hand into his side, I refuse to believe.’ Eight days later the 
disciples were in the house again and Thomas was with 
them. The doors were closed, but Jesus came in and stood 
among them. ‘Peace be with you’ he said. Then he spoke 
to Thomas, ‘Put your finger here; look, here are my hands. 
Give me your hand; put it into my side. Doubt no longer 
but believe.’ Thomas replied, ‘My Lord and my God!’ Jesus 
said to him: ‘You believe because you can see me. Happy 
are those who have not seen and yet believe.’ 

 There were many other signs that Jesus worked and the 
disciples saw, but they are not recorded in this book. These 
are recorded so that you may believe that Jesus is the 
Christ, the Son of God, and that believing this you may 
have life through his name. 
 

Encountering the Risen Lord 
 

 We all know people like Thomas. Perhaps there’s a bit of 
him in ourselves. Stubborn, pessimist, born loser, he has 
missed out on the Easter night appearance of Jesus. He 
won’t believe in the resurrection simply on the other 
disciples’ report. He must see, touch, and hear for himself.  

 Eight days later, with the divine ‘courtesy’ that is a 
feature of all the resurrection stories, Jesus meets Thomas’ 
conditions exactly. But the sight of his risen Lord is enough 
for him to abandon them. He, the late-comer, the obtuse 
one, goes on to make the highest act of faith in the Gospel: 
“My Lord and my God!”. Thomas, the hesitant, the 
doubter, is the first to acknowledge the full identity of 
Jesus. 

 Jesus adds a comment that brings us into the picture 
too: “Blessed are those who have not seen and yet 
believe”. Thomas has believed because, like the other 
disciples present in the room, he has now seen the risen 
Lord. Succeeding generations of believers will not have the 
privilege of seeing, hearing, and touching the risen Lord. 
We have to believe simply the testimony handed down in 
the Church: “We have seen the Lord”.  

In this we are not at a disadvantage. We are in fact 
“blessed”—because from us a faith greater than that of 
Thomas will be drawn. And the greater our faith, the more 
scope for the power of God to enter and transform our 
lives. The Gospel provides to those who believe all the 
knowledge necessary for a life-giving encounter with the 
Lord.  

Fr Brendan Byrne sj 

© The scriptural quotations are taken from the Jerusalem Bible, published and copyright 1966, 1967 and 1968 by Darton Longman and Todd Ltd 
and Doubleday & Co Inc, and used by permission of the publishers. The English translation of the Psalm Responses, the Alleluia and Gospel Verses, 
and the Lenten Gospel Acclamations, and the Titles, Summaries, and Conclusion of the Readings, from the Lectionary for Mass © 1997, 1981, 
1968, International Committee on English in the Liturgy, Inc. All rights reserved. 


